
Week 4: St. Nicholas the Wonderworker 

1. Read the material on this Week’s Feast slowly and meditatively 
to yourself. Recall that St. Nicholas was a miracle-working saint 
who had a special love for children and the poor. 

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker 

St. Nicholas’ parents could not have children for many years, but 
when they prayed to God, God gave them a child, St. Nicholas. His 
mother, Nonna, after giving birth, was immediately healed from 
illness. The newborn infant, while in the baptismal font, stood on 
his feet to pray, praising the All Holy Trinity. St. Nicholas was 
chosen Arch-Eparch thus: a bishop had a vision of Jesus telling 
him that the next Arch-Eparch of Myra would be the first person to 
arrive in church. The bishop went to church at night to see who it 
would be. The first person in church was the child Nicholas (he 
was always the first to arrive). "What is your name, child?" the 
bishop asked. The boy-saint replied, "My name is Nicholas, 
Master, and I am your servant." When he grew up, St. Nicholas 
participated in the First Ecumenical Council. This Council 
proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of Faith, which we pray in every 
Liturgy.  

One time, a poor man, with three daughters had no food. In 
desperation the man planned to sell his daughters so they would 
have money for food. When the saint learned of the man's poverty 
and his wicked intention, he secretly visited him one night and 
threw a sack of gold through the window. With the money, the 
man arranged an honourable marriage for his daughter. St. 
Nicholas also provided gold for the other daughters, thereby saving 
the family from falling into spiritual destruction. In bestowing 
charity, St. Nicholas always strove to do this secretly and to 
conceal his good deeds. Another time, a family went on a 
pilgrimage to Vyshorod, Ukraine — a special place because its 



Church contained relics of Ss. Borys and Hlib (2 brothers who, 
witnessing to Christ, were killed by an evil prince). Returning 
home, their only child, not being careful, fell into the Dnipro-
Slavutych River and was lost. The distraught parents asked St. 
Nicholas to pray to God for the life of their only child. St. 
Nicholas, hearing the grief-filled prayers of the parents, took the 
infant from the waters, revived him and placed him in the choir-
loft of the church of Holy Wisdom before his wonder-
working icon. In the morning, the infant was found safe — though 
all wet— by his thrilled parents, who praised St. Nicholas 
the Wonderworker. The icon depicting this event is called St. 
Nicholas the Soaked. 

2. Reflect on this Week’s reading and on what it is like to be poor 
in our society/world and read what Jesus says about the poor (Luke 
6:20-26; Luke 12:22-34; Matthew 25:31-46). Ask yourself the 
following questions: 

•  What are some new ways we can help the poor as families 
and as a parish? 

•  What can you do to help the poor? 

3. Pray/sing the Tropar and Kondak of the Week with your family. 

Tropar - Tone 4 

The truth of your deeds made you for 
your flock a rule of faith. You are an 
image of meekness, a teacher of 
continence. And so you gained the 
heights through humility, riches through 
poverty, father and bishop 
Nicholas. Intercede with Christ our 
God for the salvation of our souls. 



Kondak - Tone 3 

In Myra, O holy one, you proved yourself a priest. You fulfilled 
the Gospel of Christ, O venerable father. You laid down your soul 
for your people and saved the innocent from death. And so you 
were sanctified as a great initiator of God’s grace. (For music see: 
Anthology for Worship, p.735) 

4. Read the material on this Week’s Feast aloud, slowly and 
meditatively with your family. 

5. Share with your family member(s) your thoughts about the life 
and lot of the poor. 

6. Discuss with family member(s) their experience of 
meeting/seeing the poor. Consider the following questions: 

•  What might it be like to be poor? 
•  Does Jesus love the poor with a special love? 
•  How does Jesus want us to help the poor? 
•  What are ways in which we can love the poor? 

7. Conclude with the antiphon of St. Philip’s Fast. 

Antiphon of St. Philip’s Fast 

O Bethlehem, be prepared; Eden is opened to all; O Ephratha, be 
made ready; for in the cave the tree of life has blossomed forth 
from the Virgin; for her womb has been shown to be a spiritual 
paradise, in which is the divine plant, from which having eaten, we 
will live and not die as Adam did. Christ is born to raise the image 
that had fallen. 

  

  


