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 Since 1991 Frank has served as Executive Director of 
Cultivation Ministries. He has designed and written extensive 
youth ministry training planning manuals used to help train 
and equip student leaders and adult youth workers 
internationally. Additionally, Frank has authored the books 
Growing Teen Disciples, Positively Dangerous, and Make It 
Real from St. Mary's Press and Disciples in Mission Small 
Group Leaders Guide for Teens from PNCEA. He has even 
achieved the National Catholic Youth Ministry Award in 
Training from the National Federation for Catholic Youth 
Ministry in 2008. Frank is married to Diane, and they have six 
young adult children (Sarah, Michael, Rebekah, Angela, 
Deborah, and Daniel). 

 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Larmour 

 
 With an educational background in law, philosophy, theology 
and most recently canon law, Deborah has been active in the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church for most of her life serving in the areas 
of youth ministry, and singing.  Right now she is the Director of 
the Family and Life Office for the Eparchy of Saskatoon, studying 
canon law and serving on many Boards such as the Saskatoon 
Pregnancy Options Centre, CFS, SERENA, Fountain of Hope 
Ministry, MASIF and the Canadian Organization for Life and 
Family.  Intermittently she has time to write a few icons and 
occasionally gets to spend time with her family (husband Don, 6 
children with a growing number of grandchildren, some of whom 
live close to home and others are half way around the 

globe).  She is pleased to be presenting on Ecology at Unity this year as she is a “tree 
hugger” from way back and is constantly reflecting on our relationship with creation as 
gift in the light of the teachings of our Church Fathers both ancient and more recent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Desiree Nieckar 
 

 Desiree Nieckar was raised in Rama, Saskatchewan, a small 
community and home of the breathtaking shrine of Our Lady of 
Lourdes. She completed her Social Work Degree in 2015, and 
her vocation is to serve those that are sick and suffering. Desiree 
is passionate about evangelization, and in July 2016 she 
attended World Youth Day (WYD) in Krakow, Poland. With the 
founders of Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO) and 22 other 
individuals, Desiree assisted with distributing 1 million Ultimate 
Relationship Booklets with the purpose of helping Catholics 
develop this ultimate relationship with Christ. She has returned 
home with the fire from WYD, currently helping to ignite the faith 
of youth in her local & rural parishes. Activities that bring her joy 
include singing, speaking, dancing, biking and spending time 
with her family. 

 
 
 
Rita Taylor 

 Rita Taylor is a graduate student in psychology and mental 
health advocate. Her passion for psychology began at the age 
of 14, following her brother’s suicide. After completing her 
BCOM in management from the University of Saskatchewan, 
Rita decided to obtain her Master in Psychology through Divine 
Mercy University. Her end goal is to create educational 
programming for families and individuals that will help eliminate 
the stigma that surrounds mental health. Rita currently works 
for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, as Executive 
Assistant to the Director of Pastoral Care, managing the 
logistics of multiple events and conferences.   

 
 
 
Fr. Alexander Laschuk 

 
Fr. Alexander Laschuk is a priest of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Toronto. He was born in Oshawa and has 
completed degrees in forensic science, theology, and canon 
law. He works full time as a judge with the Eparchy of Toronto 
and the Archdiocese of Toronto as well as serving as an 
advocate with private clients. He teaches in both the Faculty 
of Theology and the Faculty of Canon Law at Saint Paul 
University in Ottawa and is a parochial vicar at St Nicholas 
Church in Toronto. In addition to his responsibilities Fr. 
Alexander coordinates the Eparchial Office of Youth Ministry. 

Fr. Alexander lives in Toronto with his wife Olenka and his daughter Osanna. 
 
 

 



Fr. Mykhailo Ozorovych 

 
Fr. Mykhailo Ozorovych was born on his Bishop's birthday 
(May 16) in 1992 in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine where he grew 
up and after spending one year as an exchange student in 
USA he entered Saint Josaphat's Ukrainian Catholic 
Seminary. At the end of his third year of philosophy degree he 
was invited by Bishop Ken Nowakowski to join New 
Westminster Eparchy (British Columbia) and continue his 
formation and studies in Ottawa at Holy Spirit Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary. In 2016 Fr. Mykhailo graduated from St. 
Paul's University with Sacrae Theologiae Baccalaureus. Fr. 
Mykhailo is married to Olesia and they have 6 month old baby 
Michael. Fr. Mykhailo was ordained to the Holy Priesthood on 
April 8, 2017 and currently serves at the Holy Eucharist 

Cathedral in New Westminster. Fr. Mykhailo is the youngest Ukrainian Catholic priest in 
North America. 

 

Bishop Bryan Bayda 

  Bishop Bryan Bayda was born on his mother’s birthday 
August 21, 1961 in Saskatoon. He attended Bishop Murray 
Elementary School in Saskatoon and high school at 
St.Vladimir’s College Minor Seminary in Roblin, MB.  The 
minor seminary, served by the Ukrainian Catholic 
Redemptorists, played an important role in nurturing his 
prayer life, Eastern spirituality and love for the performing arts 
of his Ukrainian heritage. His post-secondary education 
includes a 1982 BA from U of Toronto; 1987 M.Div. from U of 
Toronto St.Michael’s College; 1990 B.Ed. from U of Manitoba; 
and 1997 Eastern Theology Diploma from Metropolitan 
Andrew Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies.  He 
professed perpetual vows as a Redemptorist in 1986, was 

ordained a priest in 1987, and served in parishes, taught high school, did pastoral 
ministry, and played an active role in various church youth activities. He was ordained 
bishop of the Eparchy of Saskatoon on June 27th, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bishop David Motiuk 

 Bishop David Motiuk was born in Vegreville, Alberta and in the 
1980s, he specialized in computer science and business 
applications at the University of Alberta. In 1984, he began his 
seminary studies at Holy Spirit Seminary in Ottawa, graduating 
from Saint Paul University with a Bachelor Degree in Theology 
and a Masters and Licentiate in Canon Law. In 1996, he 
received a doctorate in Canon Law at the Pontifical Institute of 
Eastern Studies in Rome. He was in charge of the formation of 
future priests for the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada at 
Holy Spirit Seminary in Ottawa from 1996-2001. At the same 

time, he taught at the Faculties of Theology and Canon Law at Saint Paul University and 
the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute. In January 2007, he was appointed Bishop 
of the Eparchy of Edmonton. 

 

 

Lesia Kinach 

 Lesia Kinach was born and raised in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario,  
a small city with a Ukrainian Catholic parish that just celebrated 
its 100th anniversary. She ventured away from home to pursue 
studies at the University of Toronto and graduated in 2015 with 
an Honours BA in environmental geography. Since then, Lesia 
has spent some time working for the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources & Forestry, completed an organic farming internship 
at the Ignatius Jesuit Centre in Guelph, Ontario, and travelled 
around western Ukraine for two and a half months. She is 
currently completing a Master's degree in geography at the 
University of Guelph. Lesia is excited to share her own story of 
growing in faith during her university years, and why -- in today's 
world of seemingly endless economic and environmental crisis -

- young adults today need God. 


